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FBI Agents And Workers
Bid Farewell To Webster

By Robert L. Koenig Y
Poot-Dispateh Weshingten Buresy

WASHINGTON - Hundreds of
special agents and otber workers
gathered Wednesday in @ court.
yard of the Federa! Bureau of In.
v"omuélon 1o give a rousi l:lel:tdn
off to de director
H mmp:mu

Webster —~ & former judge Ia
§t. Louls who was swors In
day as the director of
tel ~ returned to his o

ek for the farewell cere-
mony st the FBI's headquarters,

Speakers ranging from ag FBI
lab technicign to Attorney Geaen
8l Edwin Meese praised Webster
for his personal integrity, dis skill
oa and ability to
restors confidence in the agency
during bls oine years as director.

“You have instilled coafidence
ia the FBI among the American
tuhnc and Congress,” sald Robert

Gleason, & senior staff membder
in the FBI laboratory. “You pro-
vided the lesdersbip o
for us to achievs our goals.”

Joha E. Otto, acting FB] direc-
tor, sg1d that “the permanent leg-
4cy that be (Webstar) bas left us
18 2 00000 of deep patriotism” and
“our unending gratitude aad
respect.”

Otto will remain as acting di-
Fector until Y4eese and the White
House agree oo a nomines to
bead the a/,ency. The search for a
replacer.ent for Webster has

§0.a8 on for nearly three
Months, severa! poteatisl nomi-
aeds bave declined the position.

Me/20 sid in presesting Web-
%67 with gn award that (t was fit.
dng thet Webster was being boa.
ored ia the yesr marking the

00th anaiversary of the U.S. Con-
sttution because Webdster, as FBI
director, delped “to preserve the
concept of ordered liderty that
bas lasted for some 200 years.”

Meese bad refused to comment
08 whea & nomines o replsce
Webster would be snaounced.

Webster toid the 1,000-plus
Well-wishers that it had deen “a
tough decision" to leave St. Louls,
where he was s U.S. appellate

‘{: , 88d become FRI director

1978. But be said he
a8 never regretted that decision,

Woh'e:r n:lw:e F2] had made
strides rrorism, orga-
nised crime, drug trafficking,
white-collar crime &0d other ma-
lmrobltm durtag his tenurs.
. Mmuck more remaias to be
dons,” be salg,
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